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SUBJECT: PUNERAL OBSERVANCES FOR CHU TEH 

REF: PEKING 1253 

1. PRESUMABLY TAKING ITS CUE PROM PEKING (REPTEL), HONG KONG 
OBSERVED THE PASSING OF CHU TEH IN A DIGNIFIED BUT RELATIVELY 
PRO PORMA MANNER. LONG LINES CUED AT THE BANK OF CHINA JULY 1 1 
TO PAY FINAL RESPECTS TO THE OLD MARSHAL'S PORTRAIT AND THE 
BANK WAS SURROUNDED BY WREATHS, BUT NEITHER THE CROWDS NOR 
THE NUMBER OP WREATHS COMPARED WITH THE OUTPOURING POR CHOU 
EN-LAI. WHILE THE OCCASION WAS SOMBRE, THERE APPEARED TO BE 

NO SPONTANEOUS EXPRESSIONS OP GRIEP. 

2. THE CONSUL GENERAL, ACCOMPANIED BY CHINA REPORTING SECTION 
CHIEF AND DEFENSE LIAISON OFPICER, CALLED AT THE BANK OF CHINA 
ALGONG WITH OTHER MEMBERS OP THE CONSULAR CORPS TO EXPRESS 
CONDOLENCES AND SIGN THE BOOK. U.S. PRESENCE AT THE 
PUNCTION WAS COVERED ON EVENING TELEVISION NEWS JULY 1 1, 

AND PHOTOS OF CONGEN OFPICIALS APPEARED IN BOTH COMMUNIST 
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3. ON THE DAY FOLLOWING THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF CHU'S DEATH, 
CONSUL GENERAL SENT BRIEF LETTERS OF CONDOLENCE TO NCNA 
DIRECTOR LIANG WEI-LIN AND TA KUNG PAO PUBLISHER FEI I-MIN. 

FBI CALLED PERSONNALY TO EXPRESS HIS GRATITUDE FOR THE 
LETTER AND SAID THAT IT WOULD BE TRANSMITTED TO THE 
NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS IN PEKING. (COPIES OF LETTERS 
POUCHED EA/PRCM.) 

4. COMMENT: WE CONCUR WITH USLO'S OBSERVATION THAT THE 
CHINESE APPEARED TO APPROACH CEREMONIES MARKING CHU TEH'S 
PASSING AS SOMETHING OF A DRESS REHEARSAL FOR THE 
IMPENDING DEATH OF THE CHAIRMAN. BY NOW NOT ONLY THE LOCAL 
PRC AUTHORITIES BUT THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT AS WELL SEEM 
TO HAVE THE DRILL WELL IN HAND. 
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